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vancieave:rounder.a: Contederate: . 
veteran: who ran mercantile: store 


The village ‘of; -Vancleave : TS 
evidently. was named for Robert « 
Adrian Van Cleave,.who ran a. 
store there.from 1869 to 1872. 

Mr. Van Cleave, a Confederate., 
veteran, came to Ocean Springs. 
from Hinds County in 1867; two" 
years later he established a 
mercantile business at what was - 
then known as Bluff Creek and --}: 
rontinued there for three years. 

‘In 1872 he: moved back to. 
Ocean Springs and:became 
yostmaster there for the period. 
1982-1881, He was also mayor of _ 
the town ‘for a while.:: , a 

. Three ‘attempts wer made to 
nin post offices at what.is now’ 
Vancleave: before success was: 
attained. The post office at. Bluff 
S hienl ies established. in 1869 


t <Thege settlers: were’ followe 
; 4 ings. in .. That.-part. fore. Mississippi.became 
Javis ‘in: ‘the‘next‘40:years were ‘ y: ; : state -in- 1817 by people whose 
Sherwood :Bradiord, Cleburne “p iver had 1 ames still survive in any voting 
Tavens, Willie P: Ramsay, John ist.or church roll.examined in +: - 
. v, Westfall and. waa | Martin. i he; Vancleave-area;:Some of: 
‘these are Broadus,: Byrd, Cates,” - 
,Carter, Fletcher,.Goff, Flurry 
Ramsay, Ladnier and Roberts. 
- The-first stores were nearer. **". 
ascagoula River in the John’s’ ° 
-Bayou area. These merchants’: , 

Poticaw.: : = were.éngaged chiefly in supply-. °.. 
..The second land entry: was that * ing charcoal burners, pipenune 
sauce Mares in 1804 below the-: , workers and log haulers.. . 


‘ 


x White’s Camp. This office, 
‘ackson. Courthouse,, was 
stalbished in 1821 and continued 
here until the. courthouse was 
noved across ‘Pascagoula River 


rebellion :which freed this area 
from Spain ‘This. font wee OM 
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n 1653, a 26-year-old Dutch-. 

man, Jan Van Cleef, emigrated 

from Amsterdam, Holland to 

_the New World where he set- 

tled into a life of farming 
around Grovesend, Long Island. Hie 
marriage to Engeltje Louwerens in 
1661 produced 14 children, ensuring 
the lineage would survive. One of Van 
Cleef’s four sons, Isbrandt, married 
Jannetje Van der Bilt, and fathered 10 


to Kentucky where he purchased a farm 
from Daniel Boone and his wife, Rebec- 
ca, in February 1764. Aaron and one 
son, William, still appeared orf the 
Rowan County, North Carolina, tax rolls 
. for 1768 and 1778 (under the spelling 
‘Van Cleve)—but by 1779, the Van 
| Cleve sons were Kentucky pioneers. 
Aaron Sr, participated in the Meck- 
“Jenburg Convention and its declaration 
of May 20, 1775, which is considered by 


children of his own, 
among them a son 
named Aaron. 

Aaron was born 
around 1704 on Stat- 
en Island and for a 
while engaged in 
business with his 
brother Benjamin in 
New Brunswick, 
New Jersey, but as 
more and more 
wilderness opened 
up to settlement, 
Aaron chose to move 
with his wife and 
eight children to 
Rowan County, 
North Carolina. 

Aaron’s pioneer- 
ing spizit later led him 


wee 


Top: Robé:t Adrian Vancleave, 


of the same‘name. 


Bottom: R. A. Vancleave & Son mercantile was on Washington Avenue 


between DeSoto and Robinson. 


father of the Jackson County 


city 


some to have been the 
first declaration of inde- 
pendence in this coun- 
try. 
Robert Adrian Van 
Cleave (the spelling 
evolved from Van 
Cleve to Van Cleave), 
with whom our interest 
lies, was bom June 9, — 
1840, in Hinds County, 
Mississippi—-seven 
generations removed 
from his prolific prog- 
enitor. Robert’s father, 
Johnathan, had been @ 
prosperous Tennessee 
planter before moving 
to Mississippi. Robert 
and his sister, Melli- 
son, were born of 
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Johnathan’s second marriage in 1837 to 
Elizabeth Rowland. 

Robert spent his early years in 
Hinds County and Yazoo City, he 
the family moved. When the Civil 
War forced choices of allegiance, 
Robert chose the Southern cause|and 
enlisted under the Confederate flag 
shortly after hostilities started in 1861. 
He was 2] years old: He fought at the 
Battle of Corinth and later served with 
the First Mississippi Artillery at 
Vicksburg, where he was taken prison- 
er. At the conclusion of thevarl, he 
returned to Yazoo City and in 1865 he 
married Elizabeth Sheppard, de 
daughter of a prominent planter in 
Yazoo County. 

Perhaps eager to set out on| his 
own, and with a young wife to sup- 


._ port, Van Cleave left the comfortable 


surroundings of Yazoo City in 1867 to 
seek his fortune in the much smaller 
community of Ocean Springs. 
Here his stepfather, George Cox, 
tad been busily buying property and 
making business investments since the 
early 1850s. Cox had operated a steam 
lumber mill before his marriage to 
Sarah Ann Sheppard, a wealthy 
widow. The family owned a Yazoo 
County plantation and a summer home 
in Ocean Springs—Magnolia Grove. 
Cox’s enthusiasm for the coastal 
climes was undoubtedly contagious to 
his new son-in-law. Cox had seen 
much change in the little Ocean 
Springs community in 15 years. Prior 
to 1850 only a handful of families 
lived in the area known mostly as East 
Biloxi. That had changed with the 
establishment of a sawmill and trading 
post on Fort Bayou, and by 1853 the 
village was showing signs of growth. 
The discovery of natural under- 
ground springs thought to have a bene- 
ficial health effect spurred hotel open- 
ings and in 1854, the community’s cit- 
izens made their first petition to the 
state legisiature to incorporate. 
When Robert Van Cleave arrived 
with his wife in 1867, the area looked 
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promising, The aspiring entrepreneur 
and Civil War veteran immediately 
joined his father-in-law to promote 
several of Cox’s interests. 

Within a ycar after settling into the 
community, Van Cleave had established 
a successful mercantile business on 
Washington Avenue. Then in 1868 Van 
Cleave seized on an opportunity to estab- 
lish a small commissary business up the 
bayou along Bluff Creek. Sawmills were 
springing up at the mouth of the 
Pascagoula River, Bluff Creek and 
John’s Bayou, bringing loggers and 
spawning other associated enterprises 
like turpentine and charcoal production. 
Van Cleave opened his Bluff Creek store 
to provide supplies to the growing num- 
ber of laborers in the area. 

» Van Cleave continued operation of 
this Bluff Creek store for some three 
| years until timber cutting in the area 
diminished. The community known as 
: Bluff Creek gradually disappeared as 
: workers and their families migrated to 
new timber stands. In 1870 a post 
‘ office was established about six miles 
| upstream at the present site of the 
(community on Highway 57 that 
‘ became known as Vancleave. 
In 1872, when Van Cleave turned 
i his attention back to his mercantile 
: store in Ocean Springs, sawmills 
were plentiful along Fort Bayou. 
‘From a wharf on the bayou construct- 
“ed by his father-in-law, Van Cleave 
and Cox engaged in the trade of char- 
coal, a chief commodity of the day, 
The charcoal was unloaded from 
‘boats and barges at Cox’s wharf 
(known as Cox’s Landing) and in 
turn transported by steam vessel and 
sold to waiting buyers in New 
Orleans and Mobile. 

While Van Cleave’s prosperity was 
increasing, so was the size of his fami- 
ly. Van Cleave and his wife had seven 
children, and his stature and influence 
in the community grew. 

In 1872, then-president Ulysses S. 
Grant appointed Van Cleave post- 
master for Ocean Springs—a posi- 


tion he held for 10 years. He received 
another presidential appointment in 
1885 from Grover Cleveland, who 
named him Special Agent for the 
United States Land Office for Missis- 
sippi, Louisiana, Texas and Florida. 
He held that position for four years 
and was responsible for protecting 
public timberlands from unautho- 
rized cutting. 

The quiet environs of Ocean 
Springs were changing rapidly. 

The Mobile, New Orleans & 
Chattanooga Railroad opened a rail 
line in 1871 connecting Mobile with 
New Orleans, bringing more summer 
boarders and travelers seeking 
escape from the heat and sickness 
associated with the cities. Van 
Cleave constructed a two-story 
boarding house at Washington and 
Robinson Street facing the railroad 
and opened it in 1880. 

Though much had changed, much 
remained the same. Elvira Cox, a sister 
of Van Cleave’s father-in-law, regularly 
recounted life in the small communily 
through letters to other family members 
beginning in 1854. In a letter to her father 
written March 30, 1854, Elvira described 
Magnolia Grove and the town itself. 

“Pa, you want to know how my 
health is. I do not have such bad spells 
of sickness here. This is a very healthy 
place. Ocean Springs, our little town, is 
situated immediately on the bay of 
Biloxi. We live about a half mile from 
the hotel (probably refers to the Ocean 
Springs Hotel which existed on Jackson 
Avenue) right on the bay at a beautiful 
place. It is called Magnolia Grove. If it 
was not for the cold weather we would 
not think of its being winter as we are 
surrounded with magnolias, live and 
water oaks and cedar trees in abun- 
dance and flowers of every description, 
and upon the whole it is a beautiful 
place. There are [an] abundance of fish 
and oysters here and crabs and all such 
things, but it is a new settled place. 
There were but few houses here two 
years ago. There were but very few that 
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had gardens last summer. Vegeta- 
bles were scarce indeed...” 

As the population of the little 
community grew (by 1892 there 
were about 1,000 people), the needs 
of the community grew. Early travel 
was mostly by horseback or by horse 
and carriage on dirt lanes, and cross- 
ing waterways was accomplished 
chiefly by small boat or ferries. In 
1867, Cox had received authority 
from the state legislature to “estab- 
lish a ferry, erect causeways across 
the marsh and build a public wharf 
at Cox’s landing, on Cld Fort 
Bayou, in Jackson County.” 

He was given exclusive right 
to keep the ferry, wharf and 
causeway, for a period of 10 
years. The causeway was not buill 
then, but attempts to build one did 
not end. 

In 1890, an act to incorporate the 
Ocean Springs Bridge Company 
was approved by the Mississippi 
Legislature with a number of promi- 
nent Ocean Springs residents as 
board of directors. Among them 
was R.A. Van Cleave. The capital 
stock of the company was restricted 
to $10,000 to be issued in shares 
costing $25 each. The business of 
the company was to “build a good 


and safe bridge across the main” 


channel of Fort Bayou from the 
public road known as Washington 
Avenue on the south side of said 
stream, to and connecting with the 
main public road, running north- 
ward therefrom.” 

The bridge was to be con- 
structed with a moveable section 
or “draw” to be opened for the 
passage of vessels of all kinds. 
The company was entitled to 
charge a.reasonable toll not 
exceeding 10 cents for each pas- 
sage of every carriage, wagon or 
cart drawn by one or more horses, 
mules, or cattle. Five cents was 
charged for each horseback or 
foot passenger. 

In May 1892, after failing i in 
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their first two attempts to incorpo- 
rate, the citizens of Ocean Springs 
again petitioned for incorporation 
and a few months later, Mississippi 
Gov. John M. Stone incorporated 
the city by proclamation. R.A. Van 
Cleave was appointed the town 
first “provisional” mayor and on 
September 19, the community held 
its first town meeting at the home 
of R.A. Van Cleave. Regular elec- 
tions were held the following 
December, and Van Cleave was 
replaced as Mayor by D.D. Cowan, 
the town schoolmaster. 

R.A. continued his mercantile 
business with sons William S. and 
June P. until a general fire (year 
unknown) destroyed the building. 
In 1906 William built his own gen- 


‘eral store on the northwest corner 


of Washington and Porter Streets. 
June built another store on the 
southeast corner of Washington 
and Porter in 1912. 

On September 26th, 1908, 
Robert A. Van Cleave died and was 
buried in the family’s plot in Ever- 
green Cemetery overlooking Old 
Fort Bayou. William continued in 
the mercantile business until his 
death in 1938. His widow, Dora, 
continued the business with their 
sons, Sheppard and Gordon, until 
she died in 1950. 

Afterwards Gordon aud his 
wife Vertalee (Bradford) kept up 
the store until Gordon’s death in 
1964. The closing of the last store 
marked the end of the Van Cleave 
mercantile business that had 
spanned three generations and 97 
years but not the end of the Van 
Cleave family line. Descendants 
of R. A. Van Cleave are still liv- 
ing on the Coast as well as other 
parts of the United States. 

(Note: In the 1930s remains of the 
Cox family were moved by Public 
Works Adminstrators from the fami- 
ly’s private cemetery off Iberville 
Drive to the Van Cleave family plot 
in Evergreeen Cemetery). . p 
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Books tore 


A Full Service 
Independent Book Shop 


467-9623 


Shopping fun for your 
girls and boys, 
fashion and toys. 


467-6786 


GIFTS 
Exciting, Affordable 
Gifts & Accessories 


467-8033 


Princess 


Dress Shoppe 


The Finest in Ladies 


Fashions & Accessories 


467-9338 


Join Us For Our Open House 


Friday Dec 2, and Saturday Dec 3 


All Located on Hwy 90 
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“vention Center is “expected to 
rise as high as the thermometer 


Mancieave ce AVe — 


Original speliing 
was two words 


said. 


By REGINA HINES 
Mississippi Press Staff 

Should it be spelled Vancleave, or Van Cleave? 
Some residents of this unincorporated spot in 
central Jackson County say that the town’s name 


was once two separate words. They want to return _ 


to this spelling and make it official. 

Documents in the National Archives show that 
before World War I the name of the post office was 
definitely two words. Connecting the “Van” and 
the ‘‘Cleave”’ probably evolved over the years by 
local usage, residents say. 

“‘People‘don’t realize that Van Cleave is a 
surname. The town is named after a family and 
the same spelling should be kept,” said Vancleave 
businessman Bill Walton. Walton is a virtual 
newcomer to Vancleave in this place where some 
families have been living for five or six genera- 
tions. He came in 1973. 
. But Walton and Vancleave native C. ‘‘Kip’’ Dees 

realized that they both had the same idea about the 
spelling of the town’s name while chatting a few 
years ago. The two men are not certain what 
course of action they will now take to change the 
town’s name; but they are determined to do 
something. 

“Everytime I see Van Cleave in one word it 
depresses me,’’ Kip Dees said. 

“T could die happy if the sign on the post office 


See VANCLEAVE...........c0sscccsenssssecersesereeeens Page 2-A > 
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governments as state auditor 


VANCLEAVE POST OFFICES — The numbers on the 
map depicts the location of post offices in Vancleave 
from 1870 to today. The location of two post offices in 
the mid-1890s is uncertain from records supplied by 
the National Archives and they are not included on the 
map. The postmasters and their years are as follows: 
“{: Hector Fairley 1870-1870 
2- George Davis 1880-1882 
3- Sherwood Bradford 1882-1888 
4- Uncas Cleburne Havens 1888-1892 
5 & 6 William Martin 1897-1927 . 
7-C.L. Dees , 1927-1969 
8-C. Kip Dees 1969-1975 
. 9-Marvin Holland 1984 to present - 


SL 
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Seis Sees P 
said Van Cleave. It would be a milestone in my 
life,’”’ Dees said. 

Dees’ father, C.L. Dees, ran the general store 
and post office in Vancleave until the 1960s. After 
that, Kip Dees became postal clerk in charge until 
1975 when the post office was discontinued. 

“My father always spelled it with two words — 
Van Cleave,” said Dees ‘My teacher, Miss Susie 
Vaughan, was very particular that Vancleave was 
two words. What Miss Susie Vaughn taught us was 
right, was right.”’ 

Dees still has an envelope of his father’s store 
stationery showing the ‘“‘Van’’ and the “Cleave” 
separated. 

“That’s the way Grandpa Van Cleave used. to 
spell it, I’m sure,’’ said Vertalee Bradford Van 
Cleave of Ocean Springs, the only person in 
Jackson County still carrying the Van Cleave 
surname. The community was named for her late 
husband’s grandfather, Robert A. Van Cleave, of 
Yazoo City, Miss. Van,Cleave ran a commissary 
along Bluff Creek after serving in the Confederate 
Army in the Civil War. He later moved to Ocean 
Springs where he opened another store and 
became Ocean Springs’ first mayor in 1892. 

From the mid to late 1800s, most people who 
lived around present ddy Vancleave referred to 
their home as Bluff Creek, the major stream and 
avenue of commerce through the community. 
When Van Cleave's store began serving the 
charcoal burners and naval store workers in the 
area, people used the name Van Cleave as a 
landmark. ' : 

In 1870 Hector Fairley petitioned the federal 
government to open the settlement’s first post 
office and asked to use the name Vancleave’s 
Office. But someone along the chain of command 
between Vancleave and Washington crossed out 
the ‘office’? and the first post office was called 
Vancleave’s. This early post office served about 
100 families who lived within a two-mile radius and 
also could serve a few hundred more who lived 
nearer to Vancleave than Americus to the 
northeast and Ocean Springs to the south, but it 
was Short-lived. 

Located about 12 miles west of the Pascagoula 
River, near Paige Bayou, in the general vicinity of 


‘. Clearwater Road, the Vancleave’s post office 


operated only four months. 

In 1878, when Robert A. Van Cleave was 
postmaster at Ocean Springs, storekeeper George 
Davis tried to revive the post office, but it took two 
years to come about. 

Records at the National Archives show that the 
first name planned for Davis’ post office was Bluff 


Creek. But this name was crossed out and the . 


name Vancleave — written as one word — was 


substituted by someone of higher authority. This. 


was only one of the changes in the suggested 
names of the post office over the next several 
years. 

. From 1882 to 1888, Sherwood Bradford, Vertalee 
Van Cleave’s grandfather, was postmaster at his 
place of business, around the Jim Ramsay- 
Seaman Road area. Mrs. Van Cleave said one of 
her uncles told her that a name change to Bradford 
was considered at that time, By the time the 
application was completed, the idea must have 
vanished and the name stayed Van Cleave. 

In 1888, Uneas Cleburne Havens made an 
application to start a post office called Lauraville, 
located about one and one-half miles northeast of 
the post office run by Bradford. 

The name Lauraville was not accepted and 


Le 


we TA Re Rae nen 


TANTIIAG TIT ee AUT crus 9t mttte UN ve ren eset 


= Altar & Days Return To 
; C.L. DEES 
: GENERAL MERCHANDISE 
Van Cleave, Miss: 
BALLARD'S FAMOUS FLOUR 


Havens settled to be postmaster of Van Cleave 
until 1892 when Willie P. Ramsay took over the 
position. In 1896 he was succeeded by John W. 


’ Westfall. Locations of the post offices presided 


over by Ramsay and Westfall are unclear. 

In 1897, William Martin’s store became the post 
office for more than 30 years. The post office, 
named Van Cleave, was located about one-quarter 


mile from Mounger’s Creek, in the vicinity of - 


today’s Mississippi 57 and Ratliff Lane. 


Kip Dees said his father assumed the local 


postal duties from the Martin family in the early 
1930s at his store. The Dees store, once located on 
the west side of Old*Mississippi 57, north of Bluff 
Creek and south of the intersection of Poticaw 
Road and Mississippi 57, was a former company 
store. This was C.L. Dees’ second business. After 
World War I he had opened a store the locals called 
Red Cash next to his home, now occupied by his 
daughter, Peggy Dees Plunk. Later he acquired 
the old store across the road. The store was closed 
in the 1960s and later burned. ‘ 

Kip Dees is particularly sentimental about the 


- Van Cleave post office at his ‘father’s store, 


because of the memories it brings of his youth and 
reminds him of its importance to the community. 

The rustic post office cubicle that had been used 
in the Dees Store and years before is proudly 
displayed in a corner of his living room, complete 


with the old cash register, adding machine and‘ 


other items that were used there. 
“For years my father ran the post office for $40 a 


month,” Dees said. Congressman William Colmer ' 


later secured a raise for him to $60. After his 
father died and Kip Dees took over postal duties, 
he received $100 a month at his own business, 
located in the building now occupied by J's 


_ Discount Drugs. In 1975 after a disagreement with 
’ federal officials over a pay increase, the Dee’s 


substation was closed. - ; 

There was no local post office service in 
Vancleave until the new post office building on 
Mississippi 57 was opened in 1984. 

_Most of the 2,500 people living in this fast- 
growing part of the county and countless natives 
who have moved to other parts of the country have 
little idea that there are rumblings about slightly 
changing the spelling of the town’s name. When 
they hear about it, some may not be too concerned. 

While some oldtimers say the spelling has never 
really been changed from Van Cleave to 
Vancleave, others, like former Jackson County 
Circuit Clerk Vertis Ramsay, say that it was 
always Vancleave. 

Anative of Vancleave, now living in Pascagoula, 
Ramsay said he does not remember the name 
being two words. ‘‘It’s one word on all the maps 
and plats,’’ he said, when asked his opinion. ° 

“They haven’t been too vocal,’’ said Postmaster 
Marvin Holland. Holland said he is uncertain what 
steps have to be taken to seek a spelling change. 
But he dreads the thought of having to place a new 
postal shield on the building. “It was real heavy,” 
he said. i Sa aoe i Bs 

This is the first installment in a chapter of the 
Our Towns series that will deal with Vancleave 
and the sm‘all settlements that compose the 
community. 
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